[Transcript] Vinohradska 12 / The First Online War

J4 jsem Matdj Skalicky, a to je Cekradia News Podcast, Vynohradska 12.

It's Sunday, March 26.

Hi Roman, thank you for joining us.

Yeah, thank you for the invitation.

Can we call the war in Ukraine the first social media war? What do you think?

I think so, because the amount of pictures and videos that we're getting from the frontline is
€Nnormous.

And it's not only from the soldiers, but also from CCTV cameras, from drones.

And I do agree that this is the first war that we are watching online.

It's like, you know, I hate to say it, but it's like a reality show.

Every morning you wake up and you look how Ukrainian drones are destroying Russian tanks.
And we've never seen something like that before.

So if we can name or call the war in Persian Gulf the first live television war,

so now we can call the war in Ukraine the first social media war?

Absolutely, I do agree.

And what do you think about the Russian invasion of Ukraine being different from other conflict
zones or wars in the past?

Well, personally, I covered the war in Georgia in 2008.

And of course, the war in Ukraine is completely different in many ways and aspects.

Well, first of all, the number of the war crimes committed by the Russian army is insane.

If there is one place in Ukraine which has come to symbolize the barbarity of this war, it is Butcher.
This is a place where dark acts were committed, civilians tortured and killed.

Ukraine's president Zelensky has accused the Russian forces of committing genocide.

Local police chief has said that more than half of the dead were shot in what's been described as an
execution.

As far as I understand, it's not only in comparison with Georgia, but with other wars as well.
For instance, we were talking to the investigators from the International Criminal Court.

And they are telling us that they have never seen, [ mean, one of them, you know, the head of the
working group that is investigating the war crimes.

He told us that he had never seen so many war crimes.

He told us that he had never seen so many war crimes committed by one army in one country.
And we're talking about assassinations, rapes and many other horrible war crimes.

Sorry, by the way, you're documenting the war crimes. Am I right, aren't you?

Yeah, we are the only media outlet that was not only able to document some of the war crimes,
but also talk to the soldiers, Russian soldiers, who had committed these crimes.

And one of them even confessed to us to killing a civilian in the Ukrainian village, one of the
Ukrainian villages in Kyivské region.

And by the way, he was recently prosecuted by the Russian court and he received five years of
postponed sentence.

But not for killing a civilian in Ukraine, but for spreading so-called fakes.

As far as I think that you know that after the start of the full-scale invasion, Russian authorities
adopted a number of censorship laws.

And one of them is a law about so-called fakes, which actually for the whole world means a law
about the truth.
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So if you write the truth about the war in Ukraine, you can be sentenced in Russia.

So this guy, this soldier, he was prosecuted for actually confessing to committing this horrible war
crime.

So this is one of the main differences, the number of the war crimes, i.e. in comparison with, for
instance, the war in Georgia that I covered.

The scale of the war is also completely different.

This is probably the biggest war in Europe after the World War II.

And the front line is huge and we see fights in Bakhmut, we see fights in other churches of Ukraine.
And also, of course, what is completely different is the way the Russian media is covering the war.
I don't only mean the propaganda, which is terrible in Russia, but also the independent media that
had to live Russia and is now forced to report from exile.

This is something that we didn't face before as well, I mean in Russia.

So there are many, many differences.

And yeah, it's a very big challenge for us as journalists and for the whole world as well.

We will go through them all, but let's focus now on a social media.

Are you surprised by the amount of videos and pictures and posts from Battlefield?

I'm not, because this is our life today. Everybody has a cell phone, everybody has a camera,
everybody can do videos and photos.

And drones are so popular and so heavily used in Ukraine.

And that is why we are seeing so many videos from drones and also CCTV cameras.

Video is everywhere, it's around our life.

And I'm not surprised that we see so many of them in the social media or in the media.

And do you think that the social media had impacted the way people from the western countries
perceive the war?

Because you'll be joining Radio Days Conference in Prague in the next days with a presentation
related to social media coverage of innovation.

So this is why I'm asking you this.

Well, yeah, of course, I think that the amount of...

I mean, video played a very important role in this war in terms that it persuaded many world leaders
that they need to support Ukraine.

For instance, if you look at those videos from Butcher where you see how Russian tanks or armored
vehicles or soldiers are killing civilians and you see it online,

there is nothing else you need to prove because you see it by your own eyes.

But of course, it makes great impact.

Like when you see it, in the old times, you had to send investigators on the ground, you had to talk to
numerous witnesses and still many people had doubts what was really going on there today.
People should not have doubts because they can see everything and I think it changes a lot.

It changes the perception and it helps Ukraine, which I'm very happy about.

But do you see any problems or do you have any concerns about covering the invasion on social
media?

Well, for us as a traditional media outlet, the main problem is that we can't...

Since we have our standards, we will always lose to the social media.

For instance, a telegram channel of somebody can take video and post it, a video of a horrible war
crime or a video about losses of the Russian army.
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And they don't care.

We as journalists, we don't have rights just to take somebody's video and post it because our
standards oblige us to prove that it is true.

Our standards oblige us to check, to fact check every video and sometimes it takes weeks or even
more and that is why we are losing.

There were so many great stories that we couldn't publish because we couldn't prove them.

On the one hand, yes, it's great that we are having so many pictures and videos that help us
document the war crimes and everything else related to the war.

On the other hand, there are so many fakes and people don't know how to distinguish between the
facts and fakes.

And yes, when it comes to the Western audience or to the Ukrainian audience, it may be not such a
big problem.

But when it comes to the Russian audience, we see what is the disadvantage of this attitude.
Because people, the readers, the viewers, they don't distinguish between the facts and the fakes and
they watch these videos that are spread by propagandists and they don't even ask themselves
questions whether it's true or not.

By the way, you've already highlighted that these are hard times for press freedom in Russia, so is
there any press freedom left in the Russian Federation?

All the major independent media outlets had to leave Russia, those which were not closed, because
since the start of the full-scale invasion, Kremlin blocked every single independent media.

So the majority of independent journalists had to leave Russia. There are still some journalists and
freelancers left in the country and they are very important to us because we want to get pictures
from the ground, we want to talk to witnesses and that is why we are working with freelancers a lot,
which is very dangerous for them.

By the way, we are officially proclaimed in Russia as an undesirable organization.

All my reporters, by publishing articles on our website, can be sentenced to four years of prison.
Every reader who reposts, I sublime it, who reposts the story, whether it's Facebook or Instagram or
any other place, can be sentenced to four years of prison as well for cooperation with an undesirable
organization and every person who donates to us in Russia can also be sentenced to four years of
prison.

In Russia, objecting to Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine, become at a very high price or rather a
very long sentence.

One by one, Russia's independent media outlets have been forced to shut down since the start of the
Kremlin's invasion of Ukraine.

Under a law passed last year, journalists in Russia can be jailed for up to 15 years for reporting what
the Kremlin considers fake news about what its military is doing.

You can't read, you can't donate, you can't post, which for the majority of media outlets would mean
the end.

Kdyz jsem proclym délévala organizaci, kdyz jsme délavame, ze jsme nezvédéli, ze jsme vSechno
vétkavame a vidime, zZe budouci je zvédét, a délavame, Ze jsme vSechno vétkavame, ktery je velky.
Ale to je tak, ze jste vétkava, kdyz jste vétkava z vétkavou, kdyz jste nezvédél, kdyz jste nezvédél,
kdyz jste nezvédél.

Je to tak, ze délavame, ktery je velky. Kdyz jste vétkava vétkavame, kdyz jste nezvédél, kdyz jste
nezvedeél.
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A nevim, zZe jste vétkavame.

A je to asi vétkava, ze jste nezvédél, kdyz jste nezvédél, kdyz jste nezvédél, kdyz jste nezvédél.

Ne, ne, ne, ne, ne, ne, ne, ne.

He was talking on the phone with somebody, and was saying that, he doesn't like the war, and

the war is a crime.

And then the guy he was talking to field the complaint, was investigating PR Media and

now this guy is also persecuting..

For just mentioning on the phone that he doesn't like the war.
So it's insane, you can't call it the war.

All the media outlets are blocked.

People in Russia can watch without any problems, without any risk, only propaganda.

ale je to bl [Jost.

Je to tvijnu media outline,

tviujnu mediate Doug Rusche,

kteréizon se prijde u sal Hungarian.

Bre loads investigating before the war,

jen neburnto o dnes,

tak designed bylo mato z Burning Man U officiales
a to nadvno jaw v Lodé,

jou co svéteé treba takovym trafic

aampak z rani o asso skinterinu.

A to Séo d PUBG z [[€ci Fermo,

z Moranovsani,

do Jezia sto consigo organizat dame

od Jenk cos reuse represented.

Kdy p ale,

nemyslem z vézdu zakada

a to se samozrejm té blravelany.

eteito Ujs4 45z

kdyz jste zvukovat délava informdcie na raste.
Je to, kdyz jste zvukovat Facebook a Telegram.
Facebook je nejvétné nejvétné zvukovat.

Je to, kdyz Facebook vytvoril vSechny algorytmy.
A tady je to, kdyz Facebook nejvétné nejvétné zvukovat
a zvukovat rasté a zvukovat raste.

Je to, kdyz je to vSechny rasté.

Je to, kdyz jste zvukovat na Facebooku,

a zvukovat rasté i zvukovat raste.

M okravedek Zucrova Také je mésti él maternalNak raidslapové vectorice.

Ma bitesDAY

Seri6s VRL[].

sag[] kakoubychepx

a to, co jsme vSechno délali, jsou v Russia nez nezvédétami v VPN,
protoze méli mit vSechno na météch webchéavu.
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Ale to jsme méli, co jsou vSechno, co jsou vSechno, co jsou platforms,

a to jsou vsechno délali, Ze je to nez bloka.

To je telegram, ktery je nas nejvédéta na rasté, a to je YouTube. Ja jsem nevédél vydévan, nevedél
jsem na tvij station a tviij channel,

ktery je mlij muj koleg, ktery je na rasté, ale jsme védeéli, Ze je to jedna z nejvédétat a nejvédéta na
raste,

ze je to jedna z nejvédétan a nejvédéta.

Vzdys, ze vzdyS vSechno délali z nejvédétan a nejvédétan a nejvédétal a nejvédétal a nejvédétat a
nejvédétal a nejvédétan a nejvédétau a nejvédétan.

Penicinqué mohou dostanéj, ze nékdo scale ja nevisk dostane, ale jenc d Vejfallenek duv astyzormil si,
huisveji tuto[] znamené bylo vypotny

nejukiimé Stélecké trafné tom jen coloureds moi pak, foam in neopravené spraviné oprav handicrafti
na most popular news from your region.

A znova, konty vigoraiston

dat

n heavy

a nez se to pripravit, ze kdyz se vSichni vyzdy,
to musite védét, ze kdyz se vyzdy,
to musite védeét, ze kdyz se vyzdy,
to musite védeét, ze kdyz se vyzdy,
protoze vyzdy je navodné

a pripravit toho pripravit.

A my jsme vytvorili toho,

jsme vytvorili Google,

ale takhle je to vyzdy

vyzdy, jak v dnech,

takze nic nez vytvorilo.

Vyzdy je vyzdy,

ze vyzdy je vyzdy,

takze nez vyzdy,

Ze vyzdy, Ze vytvorili toho,

ale to je vyzdy.

A takhle je vyzdy,

Ze se to pripravit,

Ze jim si vytvorilo

vyzdy i Rusa.

A jak se na Instagram a socialni misti
se vysveda v Rusé?

Instagram je blog, ale je vyzdy
mnou mnou nez meli.

Jsme vyzdy v Instagramu

mnou kdyz se vyzdy

vyzdy, ze se vyzdy
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vyzdy, ze se vyzdy

signingily si vyzdy,

zZe se vyzdy

mnou kdyz se vyzdy

vyzdy, ze se vyzdy

Jak je hora nicky pripalooked ze rek skinové?

To vytvédirnost pro kde vysicil nauskat

vysicné pistol nasli je

icer slovasal pék Anthonyf(]

sva constitutionalni dupy

a to je velky a to je dobré odpété a délate, ze se vzlavate jedno independentno-Rusi na hradnou,
a meé se vzlavate, ze jsem tady prijedny pri téchto, a je to vzdyste.

Nez jsem vzlava, Ze jsem vzlava.

Nez jsem vzlava, Ze jsem vzlava, ze jsem vzlava, ze jsem vzlava, ze jsem vzlava, ze jsem vzlava, ze
jsem vzlava, ze jsem vzlava, ze jsem vzlava, Ze jsem vzlava, ze jsem vzlava.

Vzlavate na podob

You can see the different approaches of these channels, because you see the independent media
channels.

everything that we post or credible Ukrainian media outlets, everything is fact based
meaning that everything that we write, you can fact check.

Yeah, you can fact check it to yourself right.

As we say, what is the source of information and you can see whetha the source is credible or not
cultivation of journalism, if you look at propaganda

ktera Cesna realizace na dez cnerual Payd's appelec,

coby[] i dva entertainice v klasil

a cooperative distrib curv

k tomu, kde viem neformalné Pioneer,

na tom, elicky, kde Sriju,

to bude mu supporterit semf ne bides ne renovacti a vzgleda Praise

wirejteré takhle Canada,

kdyz vydez Marine,

calice, kvici to vSechno o pre¢ hoodnou praktice

folded'

parna...

krasné...

je nightmare

roads

z Old scenik Chéaci

A to je vSechno za dnes.

Vyspokal jsem Roman Anin,

zvukovani Indipendentou Média Outleta i Stories.

Vyspokal jsem Roman Anin,
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