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YT0-TO, YTO MHI fieJlaeM 3[eCh, 3TO PIII, UTO YUJIT BCcerma OlT,
B TOM YHCJIE C MY3HIKOH.

A TaM, HaBepHOe, My3bIKa, KOTOpas UAET C HEl.
0O, Mot Oor.

Temeps, BBl XOTUTE HaM CHelaTh OUT?
Mos umsa 30ByT Yumi, ¢ W,
nepen X, Y, Z, nocne T, 1 y Bac.
Bel cnibimmuTe Mo medpaiM.
9TO BpeMS IpauM.

Her.

Kak many times have the boys heard that on the way to school?
YT0-TO, 5 IIPOCTO CKa3ail.
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Ox npocrto... OH Toxke grabs the microphone,

KaK OH IIIOKEHEeeT.

Ho Be1 BeiBenu effort into that.

Her, s He memnan 3To.

Her, Her, HeT. { gymato, 4ToO...

4 cka3an 3TO B TIOPbMY, KOTZIa OH B MallINHE.

U notoMm s mpocCTO cKasai 3TO...

9T0 KaK-To OeOHEIMN...

Thl 3Haelb, GPUCTAIIT B TOM YUCIIE.

Hy, B kakoii-To MoMeHT, IlloH, MBI 6yieM UATH B BaIIly IOMI-KOPPEP.
Kto-TO TOXKE.

KTo-TO TO4YHO TOXKE.

Ho s Toke XxaMCTpOH.

4 ckaxy BaM, KTO HE XaMCTPOH.

f ckaxy BaM, KTO HEe XaMCTPOH.

9TO cerBen.

9TO OYEHb XOPOIIUH CEeTBEU.

4 4yBCTBYI0, YTO MOU CETBEUbl CTAHOBATCS WOTISE.

4 ckaxy 9To nydlle, HO cefyac 5 gyMalo, YTO 9TO KaXKeTCs WOorse.
Tl 3Haey, Hall...

¢ He XaMCTpOH, HO y HacC eCThb TaJiaHT.

Y Hac eCcThb TeCT, ¥ HU y HETO eCTh OH.

0.

9TOT YeoBeK KaK-TO 3HAJI €T0 TOJI0COM.

0.

B mioboMm cnydae...

Y oH 3Han ero rojocoM Tak AOJITO.

B Tak many iconic ways.

This is one of my bucket list...

All Rubens.

...guests...

All Rubens.

...who I have not stopped talking about and quoting and singing and listening to and type for years
and years and years.

I've bored you guys with it, and I've just always wanted to know.
They played...

He has played such a huge part in my musical experience throughout my life in so many different
ways and different incarnations.

Phony Var.

Again, one of our guests who, once I start to list things off, you're just going to immediately know
who it is, even though you guys already...

He has done it at all.

He's an Englishman who, along with his buddies Nick Rhodes and John Taylor, decided to create a
little band called Duran.
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Duran is Simon LeBon.

What?

Will, how do you do it, Will?

Oh my god.

Come on!

Oh, that's so cool.

Come on, you fellas.

Nice to meet you.

Simon, how do you know Will Arnett?

Will, how do you know Simon?

[ mean, I know you're a fan of Simon.

That's a great question.

It's completely irrelevant, because we don't know each other.
That's right.

They just...

I just got a call from the production company offering me a huge amount of money to do your
podcast.

I thought, how come they pay me that much?

How can they possibly make a treat?

It's out of my own pocket.

I went out of my own pocket for this.

Simon, I've been trying to get you on the podcast since we started.
We've had to cut out clips of your music just because of your publishing and royalties reasons.
I would constantly come on to the show playing Duran Duran.

I'm such a massive fan.

We all are massive fans.

It's such an honor to have you here.

I've seen you in concert like two or three times and it just blows me away every time.
So, Simon LeBon.

We're coming back.

We're back on tour in America this year.

When?

Don't push it.

I'm not trying to flog it to you.

I'm coming.

I'll come.

Are you playing at the Tabasco Theatre?

Are we?

No, that's where Sean is.

Do you mean I've got to look at my itinerary?

No, no, no.

Sean is playing at the Bellasco Theatre.

His new play, Good Night Oscar, opens in April at the Bellasco Theatre on Broadway.
Oh, the Bellasco.
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Not Tabasco.

On Broadway.

On Broadway.

Jason was just being cheeky, as you might say.

We have played at the Bellasco.

Have you?

I'm in New York.

And it's next door to the Mayan, isn't it?

I've never been there.

I leave in a week.

I think it's next door.

We've played at both the Bellasco and the Mayan Theatre downtown LA.
Or is it downtown?

Or is it sort of?

No, this is in New York.

Are we played at the other Bellasco?

Right, yeah.

The Annex.

The Bellasco too.

Okay.

The Bellasco too.

You've played everywhere.

First of all, you are.

You have a new record.

And you guys are going on tour.

You did some dates at, did you do four shows at the Hollywood Ball?
Am I right about that?

We did three.

Three.

Three amazing shows.

The first one, it was absolutely pissing with rain.

Really?

Oh really?

And it was.

But rain shows are always special ones.

But in Los Angeles, rain falls like chemicals from the sky for people in Los Angeles.
Everybody scurries.

They don't.

Is that why everybody runs around with their tongues sticking out?
Yeah.

People just don't know what to do with it.

I always say that rain in LA is a chance for all the people on the west side to get out
their fancy all-weather clothing.

Get to accessorize.
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Yeah.

It starts to drizzle and people have their great boots and their fucking hoodie and coat.
And the safari vehicle.

And the snow tires.

Just to make it to Trader Joe's.

And the snow tires.

And the safari vehicle with the snow tires on the chains come out.

And a rhubar on the front.

So, Simon, and we're going to get into how you guys became, what you became, and who you
became in terms of musically and what an influence you are.

But I kind of want to, I want to get back to the start because I know so little about

it.

I want to know, first of all-

This is so thrilling.

This is so thrilling.

It's such an unbelievable thrill.

It's so cool.

You started as an actor.

You went to drama school.

Is that right?

Well, really?

I started as an acting student, as a student actor.

Yeah.

And I had a few roles.

I did a few things.

I was more of an advert kid, I did personal adverts, that's like washing powder.

I did a few commercials, and I did a run at a theater in the West End when I was a teenager.
But I was an aspiring actor, and I went to university, and I studied acting in university.
That's so crazy.

And at the same time, I met a bunch of guys called Gerand Gerand, who were looking for,
wait for it, a lead singer.

And I had had, I had had my own punk band.

Well, me and my three mates, we'd had a punk band.

Back in Pina, the little suburban town that I grew up in, and I fitted right into Gerand
Gerand.

And that was the end of-

How did you know you could sing?

You auditioned for it?

Well, because I was always a singer.

Oh, you were always a singer, too?

Yeah, I was singing from the cradle.

I sang in church choir, I used to do singing competitions, I got a guitar, and I thought I taught myself
to play guitar.

Well, actually, Mr. Shuri, the folk guitarist who gave ten lessons at the school I went
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to taught me how to play guitar.

And I learned the rest of it.

I learned to play slow down, you move too fast, you gotta make the morning less just, kicking
down the cobblestones, looking for fun and feeling groovy.

That's the reach right there.

If you can hit that, then you pick the right.

You're one of those few singers, too, because of the training and stuff.

And I said this to another friend of mine that sings, you have the proper training to
know how to use it so you can tour and you can do night after night and you can sing
properly, as they say, where other people who don't scream lose their voice and they don't
know how to take care of it.

Isn't that true?

Well, I make no mistake, I used to go out on tour and scream and lose my voice.

I think we all did.

A lot of us did in the early days, mainly because we didn't have ear monitors, so we were competing
with the guitar.

You can only turn the vocal monitors up so loud before they start feeding back.

So there's a point at which you can't amplify the voice on the stage any higher.

And of course, the guitar can just get louder and louder and louder and louder and louder until
the only way you can hear yourself singing is if you shriek your head off.

We also don't forget, in a lot of places, we were competing with tens of thousands of
screaming teenagers, many of them female, with very loud, high voices.

And one in the way back.

And then they're shy.

And one bloke.

That was you, was it?

And one young.

I bet you had a great time.

With a smoky eye.

Just come from behind the soda machine, from a make-out session with another guy.
But wait, so Simon, so by the way, were you always like giving...

It's true, by the way.

He was true.

So were you giving shitty glances over to the guy, who was an Andy Taylor on guitar at
that point, where you were like, hey, man, tone it down?

Yeah, well, I mean, I knew that it wouldn't make any difference what I said to him.

So, honestly, you know.

I love learning what the ear monitor is for, because I feel like that's a recent thing,
those ones that are formed right to your ear, like that's over the last ten years.

Well, the first time, they're older than that.

You'd be surprised.

The first time we went on tour and I had ear monitors was 1993.

1993?

1993.
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1993.

So we've had them for 30 years.

When you first got it, were you like, oh man, this is...

Yeah.

Yeah.

It was extraordinary.

I could just turn, I could turn the guitar down, so there was nothing at all in my ears.

And then, of course, you know, if you take all the other instruments out, you sing out of tune,
so that's no good.

But I found, you know, you've learned to make a really good balance of the things that are
in your head and it works.

And it is much easier to save your voice.

What's more satisfying when a huge crowd starts singing the words that you're singing, like
they know the song, they love the song, or when they're completely silent and they're

just totally engaged and you have them in the palm of your hand and they're listening

to you doing your great singing.

Like I've always wondered that.

Well the way you put it makes it sound a little egotistical, me listen, them listen to my great
singing.

This is a safe zone.

So it's not really like that.

See what they do, really, is that they sing along with the big old favorite songs, songs

like Hungry Like The Wolf, Planet Earth, Come Undone, Every World.

And the list does go on.

They sing along with those ones.

But when we play new music, especially sort of like the new ballads and things, so off

our latest album, which by the way is entitled Future Past, that's when they listen because
they're not so familiar with the songs.

So you get that chance with the new album, with the new material, you get that chance to just
for them to hear it the way you want them to hear it.

And we will be right back.

Smartlist listener, we get support from Zip Recruiter.

I can juggle.

That's a talent that I have that not a lot of people know.

So I can, well, nothing.

But you know what, from soft skills to hard skills, it takes all kinds of talent to make

a business successful.

If you're hiring and you want to find the right combination of talent for your open rules,

you need Zip Recruiter.

And right now you can try it for free at ZipRecruiter.com slash Smartlist.

Zip Recruiter uses powerful technology to find and send you people whose skills and experience
match your job.

If you see someone you're really interested in, Zip Recruiter lets you easily invite them

to apply to your job, to increase your chances of getting them before your competition does.
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So if somebody was looking for a guy in his early fifties who can kind of juggle, you know,
then they connect to me, you know, and I don't know if anybody's looking for it.

The point is, tap into Zip Recruiter's unmatched talent for finding great candidates, four out
of five employers, who post on Zip Recruiter, get a quality candidate within the first day.
First day!

See for yourself, go to this exclusive web address to try Zip Recruiter for free, ZipRecruiter.com
slash Smartlist, again, that's ZipRecruiter.com slash S-M-A-R-T-L-E-S-S, Zip Recruiter, the smartest
way to hire.

We get support from Benjamin Moore.

So recently one of our producers, Rob and his wife, Drea, have been doing a little bit of
sprucing up around their home, and one of the projects they just started working on is
refinishing their backyard deck and their front gate, just in time for backyard summer
hangouts.

God, that sounds nice.

Another Benjamin Moore paints.

By the way, did you know that painting your deck will last years longer than just stating

it?

Me neither.

Anyway, they picked out a bunch of swatches from their local paint shop, charming little spot
called Jill's paints in Atwater Village, and they ended up using a specialized floor and patio
paint for their deck that holds up to foot traffic and the elements.

And for the gate, they use Benjamin Moore's heritage line, which is formulated specifically
for exteriors.

And a result, both look absolutely stunning.

Also compared to paint shopping in a giant home improvement store, where it can take ages
to get some assistance, this was a breeze.

And they got to meet local business owners, who happened to be super friendly and helpful.
With Benjamin Moore's premium colors, you can just, you see the difference.

They have a whole team dedicated to ensuring best in class formulations that are better,
stronger and simpler.

Benjamin Moore paint is only sold at locally owned stores.

Save 15% off on your next paint or sample purchase at benjaminmoor.com using code smartless.
That's benjaminmoor.com code smartless.

We get support from Storyworth.

You know, Mother's Day is coming up and I love my mom.

I really do.

And I love her so much, I call her mom.

But that's just because I'm Canadian.

My point is Mother's Day is coming up and I'm thinking of different ways that I can

show my mom that I love her.

And if you want to make Mother's Day extra special, gift something that's really unique.
Storyworth is an online service that helps you and your loved ones preserve precious memories
and stories for years to come.

Every week Storyworth will email your loved one a thought provoking question of your choice
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from their vast pool of options.

These are questions you may never have had the chance to ask, like, I don't know, what's
the bravest thing you've ever done in your life.

And after one year, your loved ones stories, including photos, will be compiled into a beautiful
keepsake book that you'll be able to share and revisit for generations to come.

For me, the idea of being able to preserve these moments and these thoughts and this real
connection with my mom to be able to have that forever is amazing.

Not just for me and my relationship with my mom, but also for my kids to be able to look
at for the whole family and to share with my siblings.

It's just, I don't know, it's something that's really, really special and really unique.

And it's more than just something that you could go out and buy for them, which I'm not
p00-poo-ing.

I'm just saying, this makes it really personal and a real connection.

Give all the moms in your life a unique heartfelt gift you'll all cherish for years.

And now, back to the show.

When I ask a dumb question, Durand-Duran means what?

Well, it's like Smith-Smith.

Durand is the most common name in France.

Well, it's the second most common name, actually, because the most common one is Dupont.
But we didn't like the sound of Dupont-Dupont.

Durand-Duran, I'm looking for Durand-Duran from Planet Earth.

Durand-Duran from Planet Earth, yes, Durand-Duran from Planet Earth.

From which we got the band name and the name of our first single.

Gotcha.

And the name of your first record, Durand-Duran, obviously, was Planet Earth the first single
from...

Yeah.

Yeah.

We didn't actually take that from the Roger Vadim film, Barbaraella.

You did not.

No, it was only afterwards, when we watched the film again, that we realized that the title
was of our first single was in it.

It was a wonderful coincidence.

Yeah, because that's the character's name in the film, right?

So Milo O'Shay played a character called Durand-Duran, and he had done a bit of a...

He was a scientist, but he'd done a naughty bunk with some kind of pleasure machine.
And also this deadly weapon called depositronic ray.

Anyway, this old pervert, back in the Earth Foundation, got the youngest, most attractive
astronaut, which is Jane Fonda, as Barbaraella, to go out and find it.

I kind of see this movie.

I've heard about it for years.

It's a wonderful film.

If you haven't watched it recently, watch it.

What's the name of the movie?
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Barbaraella.

It's called Barbaraella.

You've heard of it, right, Sean?

It's a very famous film.

Yeah, of course.

And then Pam Anderson remade it, I think.

Did she really?

Did she?

I don't know.

Maybe I got that wrong.

Maybe it was a different girl's name.

Chances are high.

Chances are high that Sean just likes to throw things out there.
So Simon...

So Durand...

And the character's name...

It was Durand-Durand, right?

If I'm not mistaken.

Was the D on the other?

Itis.

I think so.

Anyway.

Which gives you even more...

Disappointments.

No, no, I'm sorry to...

Hy, you know...

We...

You know...

Because John and Nick were sitting there, say, in their Birmingham living room, watching
the movie.

And all they could hear was Durand-Durand, say.

Right.

So...

So that was the name of the band at the time.

So you guys formed Durand-Durand, Planet Earth, a big hit.
And then, if I'm not mistaken, was Girls on Film also on that first record?
I think it was, yeah?

Yeah, it was, yeah.

And you guys, that was one of...

That video, and I don't know if you guys remember, that video was, like, really too hot for American
audiences.

Oh, yeah.

Yes, I remember that.

Right?
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Walk us through that one.

What we did was we made two versions of that video.

And it was...

Kevin Godley and Lol Krim were the video directors.

We made one version, which was quite tame, and you could put it on MTV during sort of,
you know, sort of family hours.

And then the other version, the night version, which was a longer...

It was a longer video, and we actually wrote an extended piece of music for it.

That was...

You could only see that on Video Duke Boxes, Rock America, Video Duke Boxes, in night clubs
around the United States.

And speaking of which, night versions, you guys actually, and I found this out just...

You guys went and re-mixed all your own songs and did night versions so that they...

Am I right about that?

No, we didn't re-mix them.

We re-recorded them.

So we actually recorded longer versions.

We didn't just cut and paste the...

Which you couldn't do that anyway.

Right.

Because it was all on tape, it was all on magnetic tape.

We didn't try to kind of copy anything and stick it on later.

We wrote 12-minute versions of the song, of all the songs that we did night versions of.

So that it would lend itself better to sort of dance clubs and whatnot, as opposed to...

Yeah, because that was the only way we could do it.

That was the only way we knew how to make long versions, 12-inch records, was to go back
in and record them as 12-inches.

Isn't that amazing?

And so they have this whole...

You can go and you can look it up, and they've got all the release of all these night versions
of these extended versions that I did not know that you re-wrote and re-recorded, which

is pretty heavy lifting.

I know, but that was just the job that there was to do.

And if you listen to the girls on film version, the girls on film night version, it has a completely
different last verse.

Oh, really?

Yeah.

It goes...

How's it go?

God.

I'm touching close, I'm holding right, shutters in a whisper, I'm coming closer, take me high
till I'm shooting a star.

Oh.

Only it's more like...
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Sharing a star!

That's the backup section.

Oh, sorry, Mum.

Am I going on a bit too long?

Did you?

Did you?

I've always wanted to know whose laugh is at the beginning of Hungry Like the Wolf, which
is one of my favourite intros to a song ever.

Yeah, that actually was...

It was a girlfriend, her name was Cheryl, she was my girlfriend, and then funny things that
happened in this life, she became Nick's girlfriend.

No way.

No way.

How did that happen?

I would imagine that's not the only time that happened.

You guys have been together for quite some time.

Okay, we're going to move right along now.

Speaking of being together for a long, long time, you guys have been making music for so
long and been relevant for so long and been able to do what it is you want to do for

so long for such a great big audience.

What is the process of staying true to where you guys want to go, changing your musical
sound and having that kind of progress, and then also trying to stay as aware of and

is in touch with as possible, what the changing of music is in popular music.

There was a time when it was all the music, the instruments were plugged in and then they
were not plugged in and then there was more like, you know, how does that go, or do you
guys just make music for you and hope that it catches on?

I think you've got to, there's a couple of ground rules here.

Number one is you can't follow trends.

You can't make, you can't be following a trend as your major kind of writing inspiration.
That cannot be your major inspiration.

You have to make music that you like, that you enjoy, otherwise there will be no passion

in it and people can hear, they can hear the difference between something that you really
mean and something you're just going through the motions with.

And I, but also I think you've got to be aware of where music is at the moment, I mean, and
I think, and we all are, and we always have been.

We, you know, there's stuff that we did in the 1980s, we never dream of doing now because
it just wouldn't be relevant to us now.

What do you do when your taste in where things have gone is not aligned with your bandmates?
What does that kind of creative negotiation like was you guys are starting to work out a new
song?

Well, you know, there has been times when somebody's gone in the studio, laid down some parts and
somebody's come in after them and laid down completely contradicting parts that don't work
with the ones that went down before.

The strong usually survives.

Machine-generated and may

o . 12/28 Podtranscript.com
contain inaccuracies.



https://podtranscript.com

[Transcript] SmartLess / "Simon Le Bon"

The strong, strong music or the strong personality.

The strong, the strong, the music.

And what are the politics of that like, like sort of navigating that within?

Well, nobody's got any, there's nobody who's more, whose opinion is more important than
anybody else's.

It's gotta be hard, though.

And you know, when you went off and did, went solo on projects, I've always wondered, what
is that dynamic?

How do you have that conversation like, guys, I love you, but I'm going to go do this for

a second.

Do they have any animosity here?

Well, none of us have really gone solo.

Oh, I thought you had solo stuff.

No, not really.

I mean, I've done a couple of, I've done a couple of things.

Nick and I did the Arcadia project, John and Andy did the Power Station project, and Roger,
God bless him, he did drums on both projects.

Oh wow, okay.

So he was a, he's the only guy who was in both Power Station and Arcadia.

Yeah, I love both.

By the way, the fact that you guys weren't named the Taylors is incredible considering there,
it's Roger, Andy and John in the band.

All unrelated.

All unrelated.

Unrelated, yeah.

Unrelated.

Yeah.

So you guys do, you guys do, you and Nick do the Arcadia thing, those guys go and do Power
Station.

Yeah.

And then that, and then sort of five years later, you guys, you do the wedding album.

Is that right?

No, it wasn't quite like that.

So in the last, we did, we did Seven of a Ragged Tiger, went on tour throughout sort of 84.
Then we, then we got back together and we did View to a Kill.

Oh yes.

Yeah.

And that was the last recording that the original five members made before the hiatus and the
Power Station and Arcadia.

Then Power Station and Arcadia happened, and then we got back together, but in the getting
back together, it turned out that ultimately we would only have, well not ultimately, but
when we, when we tried to get back together to reconvene the original Juman Javan, we weren't
able to get Andy Taylor back in the band really, and definitely weren't able to get Roger Taylor
back.
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So Andy was kind of in it and kind of out of it.

Roger was definitely out of it.

And sort of after a while, we realized that it would be, you know, be me and Nick and

John, Andy wasn't going to be a guitarist and Roger was not going to be our drummer.

So we looked for other guys to work with.

And quite happily, we really kind of developed our friendship and working relationship with
Niall Rogers at that time, and that's when we kind of had the Notorious album.

That's when that's what, that was what made that.

Is there a story you can share that you're comfortable sharing about why those two guys weren't
able to come back in that new incarnation?

Well, yeah, sure, Roger, he really had his, he, it all became a bit too much for Roger.

I don't know the, I don't know the exact term for the, the sort of the psychological problem
that he was having, you know, it wasn't a nervous breakdown.

It was, it was, but it, something happened to him and it, and the anxiety was too much

for him and he wasn't able to carry on with the band.

And Andy just wanted to be a rock and roller, and he just didn't think that Gerand Gerand
was the right vehicle for the kind of music he wanted to make at that time.

You know, he went off and he recorded the band Thunder, and he did, he did some of his own
rock records, heavy sort of American style rock record.

Whereas we wanted to be Gerand, the rest of us wanted to be Gerand Gerand.

Yeah.

Yeah, yeah.

I have a question about touring, like, because I think people, when people go see a live show,
you know, and they go nuts for you guys, and then the show's over, they go home, and they're
like, what an incredible show.

Not realizing you have to do it night after night after night after night, or sometimes

with just a little break in between.

What do you do to get ready for a tour?

Because I can't imagine how grueling that is on your voice, on your body, on your sleep
schedule and like the food that you have to, like you just have to maintain all of that.

And second part is, you know, I live for horrific live stories, like what's the worst, some,
what a fan did, like, did they rush to stage, and something happened, or I love those

kinds of stories if you're having it.

Right.

Just, let me just try and unpack.

Yeah, just take a, put two in there.

Just go ahead and take the first one.

Let's do the first one, which is, the first part of that question was, what do you have

to do to kind of get ready for a tour?

Well, we rehearse, but I think, you know, we made, we kind of have...

Which is like physically and mentally.

Yeah.

Well, physically, we try not to leave it too long between shows.

So, we had a before, we had, even though it was a little one, we had a performance at
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New Year in Times Square, and that kind of just keeps, just keeps you nudging that, nudging
your personal fitness up, and we're ready, we're going back out again in April, so we'll
be rehearsing before that, and we'll all be physically capable of the job, of doing

the job properly.

And psychologically, I mean, just once you get to a certain kind of state in your career,
and you know that the more you try, the harder it is, so you need to just go up there and
just do it, and not try too hard, it's a bit like, you know, hitting a tennis ball, or

a golf ball, or a cricket ball, or even a baseball, let's say.

You know, it's that relaxed swing that has, gives you the best results, and performing

is a bit like that.

You've got to be relaxed, but accurate, and to do that, you've got to be confident.

You've got to really believe in yourself and believe that you can do it.

Yeah, because you're going from just, you know, not running around the stage for a year
or whatever, to mounting a tour, to all of a sudden, you have to run around the stage,
you have to keep that endurance up.

It's just got to be, I can't imagine.

John, you had to do, I mean, you were on Broadway, you did it, you did a couple of musicals, and...
Yeah, and it's, yeah, that's why I ask, is because, well, I'm gearing up to do it again,

and it's, you know, mentally, just have to...

That's a Tabasco.

Mentally, can I ask you a question?

Do you suffer from nerves?

Oh God, yeah.

So I have something for you.

I have something for you.

This is my gift to you.

It's my litany against nerves, and it goes like this.

It's not fear, it's adrenaline.

It's just your mind and your body preparing you to do something extraordinary, and you
will do something extraordinary.

Yeah, I love that.

Amen.

God, if you're at home, record that, and pay that back for yourself.

I love that too.

Honestly, it makes such a difference when you realize, I'm not frightened, it's just

the butterflies.

It's just the side effect of me sharpening up.

Did you have those, but like, when you guys...

When you started, you released Durand Durand, sort of in the early 80s, those first, I don't
know, five years of the 80s, 80 through 85, maybe the most in-demand band in the world,
it must have been like, you just rocketed up.

All your records were top of the pops, and you had so many singles, and you're on tour
all the time.

Did you have time in that, were you young enough to not be nervous and just to be fucking cocky
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and just...

Hy, I mean, I've been nervous with every single performance I've done, but I've learned
to cope with it.

And also, when the music starts and you walk on stage, the nerves becomes, it's more
like that little shower that you go through on the way to the swimming pool, you know,
the hygiene shower, where they spray you with sulfuric acid, that's what they do in

this country.

You know, you walk through it, it's like a shower bath that you walk through, and you
come out and you walk on stage and the music starts, and the nerves just, they just recede
into the darker back part of your brain, and suddenly you're there with the music and

the audience.

And that's, in a way, the importance of that overcomes all the rest of it.

One of the other things that I would think that you would need and want is the desire

to be out there and to be playing the same set every night, could get monotonous, same
thing with theater, right, Sean, where you're doing the same material every night.

How do you find the excitement to do it as good as, or if not better than last night?

It's a good question.

It's a really good question.

What is that?

Are you channeling into the audience?

What is more to it?

No, no.

No, I think what it is, is I think this...

So you have to, the audience is part of it, I think, because that's the audience's one

time to see you on that tour.

Maybe they won't come, maybe some of them will come back next tour, a few of them will come
and see more shows on that tour, but for most of the people in that room, it's their one
time seeing Juran Juran, maybe for two or three years, four years, five years, maybe the only
time in their lives they can see Juran Juran.

And then you just remember that they deserve the best show they can get.

And then you start to, then you let the music, you just have to give yourself to the music.
I've got another, ['ve got a little mantra before I go on stage as well, and that is, let

the songs do the work.

I don't have to go out there and give a performance.

I have to let the, I just have to serve the songs.

And then everything else about the performance falls into place.

And when you do that, and the music, the music has got a great way of putting you right in
the moment.

And you're not thinking about what you're going to go and have for dinner in a restaurant
after the show.

And you're not thinking about what somebody said to you back in the hotel or something
else.

You become very much in the moment.

And when you're in the moment, you can't be bored because every little thing that you're
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doing is so important that it's, you're, as I said, you're serving the songs, you're doing

the best you can to, to deliver these really good songs in the best way they could be, could
be presented.

I'm the opposite.

When I'm on stage and doing a player musical and it's, and it's performance, you know, 135,
I'm completely thinking about what I'm having for dinner later.

All right.

I know it does happen.

I know it does happen.

And it's, it's, that's, we call that autopilot, right?

Yeah, yeah, for sure.

You just go on to auto.

That's when it's time to move on and do something different.

How involved are you in another part of the shows that I always love in any rock show?

Is, is the, is, is the show around it, the lighting, the stage work?

Well, I was going to get to that, Jason.

Do you know that these guys, I mean, Simon, you guys were one of the first acts to really
incorporate the video aspect of the show, right?

You guys, yeah.

Wall.

We, we were the first act to use a video wall behind us.

Wow.

Yeah.

Wow.

We're very involved in it.

The, with the designer, we've got a fantastic guy called Vince, who, he's an amazing designer,
I mean, amazing sets and lighting, and he, he does that, but we're sitting with him on,

in all the way up to the, the production rehearsals, looking at the stuff he's doing, because he's
always

redoing it and, and, and developing it.

And the imagery, the actual images.

Oh yeah, absolutely.

And that's, that's another thing.

The synchronization of that with the music, with the, when you're going to go with the,
the upbeat or the outer, whatever the heck all that stuff is.

Do you remember, do you remember the reflex that, that the video for that was from a concert
and used the, the video wall, and then it had that sort of, that image of the wave.

Yeah, Simon?

Yeah.

Yeah, right.

The wave that came out of the video, at the top of the video screen.

And the one guy in the audience who got a bucket of water thrown in his face.

Yeah, yeah.

I remember that.
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But it worked.

Yeah, yeah.

But people came up to me, people were coming up to me in, in, in, you know, in, in the street
or in shops.

I'd be, I'd be, I'd go out to like record shops in Toronto and somebody comes and say,
hey, that, that screen, how did you make the water come out of the video screen?
Because they were, they were so taken in by the effects that they really thought it was
real.

Yeah, of course they did.

And of course now we watch it.

It looks so, you know, compared to modern CGI, it's, it's obviously very fake.
That was me.

I was the guy in Toronto.

Oh, that was you.

Yeah.

Who came up to you.

I was living in Toronto.

I grew up in Toronto.

I thought I recognized you.

Yeah.

Yeah.

And I gotta remember that so vividly.

That video was so huge.

And, and the other thing I want to know in that time.

So you do all these great things and then walk me through a little bit, getting the phone,
the call from Bob Geldof to appear, because I played it a little bit in our intro.

Oh, that's what you're playing.

Yeah.

And do they know it's Christmas?

Yeah.

I have tried to, I've bastardized what you do, but I love your solo at the beginning
of that.

It's so fucking good.

He has literally sung that a thousand times.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.
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Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah.

And if you opiate, they're starving and dying.

I wanna, [ wanna, I wanna do something about it.

And I thought we could make a record.

We could all make a record together.

Would you be up for being on that record?

ave this?]

And then, and then, and Bob later told me that he called two people.
He called me and he called Sting and he reckoned that if he got the two of us on it, then
everybody else would say yes to his team.

Oh, for sure.

And this was, you know, he planned.

He had, he had the whole thing planned.

I went and did the demo.

4 B Jloumone pab6otan ¢ Mumgx FOpa u 5ob u genan memo.
Korpa Ml Bce nmpuexanu B CTyguio, B CaH-BecT, g ymarl, 4TO S BEIUTPall BCE BEPCUU.
0, 6boxe!

Yro aTo O0HO-Tall mejiaeT 3Iech?

4 mymar, 4To s BHIUTPAIl.

9TO UHTEPECHO, TIOTOMY YTO Thl ¥ CTHHT BHIUTPAJIH.

U Bce-Taku, KOTria OHM BEPHYJIX OOHOCHI MeXKOY Thl 1 CTHHT.
[la, 3TO IpPaBUILHO.

W TH BUOUNIIbL BCE MOH...

Boxe, s MOMHIO, KOTZa S TOxe OB TaKoW (paHATOM.

4 Bupena, yrto IlaBen Yesnmop, KOTOPHIY IPOCTO BEIUTPAI B CTYIUIO.
W s mymar, uTo, 6oxe!

Cumos Jlaban, ITaBen Yennop, boro u CTUHT.

U onu Bce B TOM Xke popme.

HukTo He BUIes HUYEToO.

Ia-ma-ma.

Tl YyBCTBYEIIb B MOMEHTE, KaK 3TO OBITIO...

Thl TOHMMaeEIb B MOMEHTE, YTO 3TO YTO-TO YOAUBUTEIIBHOE?
Ha.

[ToToMy 4TO HET APYTOr0 BPEMEHHU.

Bce atu...

Bapwuotn.

U atot HOMED.
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OT OrpOMHBEIX YCIIEXOB.

Pokcrap.

Briny B TOM XKe JoMe BMecCTe, fiefiast YTO-TO TaKoe.

He gaxe Ha...

He gaxe Ha CeHTSI0PSHOU TeJIeBU30peE.

ThI XOTeN 3HaTh, HO 51 IOMHIO 3Ty UCTOPHIO.

Yo OBITIO HA CEHTSIOpe.

Ia-ma.

Hy, aT0 GbIJI0 HECKOJIBKO.

ITecHs.

Ho 65110 OOuH.

¢ He 3HAI0, €CNTU TH 3HAEIIL 3TO, HO g BIIOOMI B KOMaHy 3a 20 nerT.
[ToTomy 4ToO...

¢ He Mor OBl BHIUTPATh Ha 3TO.

¢ He Mor OBl BHIUTPATh Ha CEHTSIOPSHON TeJIeBU30DeE.
AGCOIOTHO.

Ho s He mor 6bl BHIUTPATh Ha CEHTS0Pe.

¢ He Mor OBl BHIUTPATh Ha CEHTSIOPSTHOM TeJIeBU30peE.

¢ He Mor OBI BHIUTPATh Ha CEHTSIOpe.

B cnepytomye 20 j1eT, I0TOMY 4TO...

Hert cMmrIcna.

Ia, abCoII0THO.

B mo6oM crydae, B KaKOR-TO MOMEHT 51 OBLI Ha clieHe B PoTTamame, B Xoii, B TeaTpe.
Bel nomHUTE 3TH?

Brl nomauTe ManonHa, [Tyuntu Bpaa, [:xouOyp ['oTHs Bpaa?
9TO KakK-TO KyHI Ha HUX.

Hy, oH cmenan To Xe, Kak ¥ KOpPECIOHAEHT [laHTC,

7 TTapH$, C KyHraMu Ha OyT4YuKax.

Y oHu...

W, BMeCTO TOTO, KaK y HUX OIUH 3UIl B CEpefInHe, KaK HOPMaJIbHbIE TPOH,
OHU OBIJTA OBE 3UIIBI, KaK OOMH, KOTOPhIE UAYT 3a KaxKOoil HOT oM,
Which meant they had a seam down the front.

Y nosToMy, B TaKOM, B TAaKOM, B TAKOM AMAJIOTE,

were this kind of cross seam,

where all four bits of material joined up.

Anyway, I kept running across to do my star jump

in Hungry Light in the World,

where I jump off the rise and put my arms out like that.

And I'd never worn these pants before,

and the sweat on my knees grabbed hold of the jeans material.
4 coenan cTap.

Y aTa cTeHa B cepefuHe KPOIIKY OTKphIJIa KakK IJISTXK.

M TaM MHe U MOH TSI,

BCTaHET Ha 1aya3y,
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B PEBOJIIOLUIO.
U g gymaro, 4To0...
0, 6oxe!

U BCce-Takm OEBYIIKHW, OHU OYMAIOT, 9YTO 3TO BCE-TAK¥M MHEI XOTHM B

...BCE-c0-co-co!

I Lions happened, finally!

(0 KTO 4.

sorrow inanimate.

Finally.

U g noxkienWell,

U mens audience

Hau transacted.

As he met me,

And my screen was

My

ductenyer.

A moToM s OBIT OYEHb, 0YEHb KOH, 0YeHb (el.
Oy, # totally naked under here, everybody.
YT10?

IyMaelip, 94TO g IOAX0XKY?

IlTow, y Bac eCThb I y Bac Jr00bIEe MTamb?
Cawmu, TH He 3Haellb, HO [IIoH,

B OJMH MOMEHT PeIlnsI, YTO OH OyHeT marcrap.
OH nucan MHOTO Iall-COHT.

Ia, 1 u genain, ga.

[IToH, y Bac ecTh JIK y Bac 00bIe Mam-CoHT?
Tsl cepbe3HO?

[oH, IIPOCTO IIO-CUMOHCKH, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH OJWH M3 JIYUIINUX IIAll-COHT-IIAQII-COHT.

4 mo6110 9TO.

Hy, cbemka.

4 Oyny memnathb, UTO HE ThMS,

0e3 4yBCTBOBaHU4,

TbMSI, TbMS, ThMSI.

O, TaM My3bIKa, KOTOpas MOrJjla TyAa UATH.
Korpga ona 6vina 5 net, Most moub Tanmyia
IIPHUIIIA C 3TON My3BIKOM.

O, MO TOCIIONMH, 5 He 3Halo, YTO OeJaTh.
W g monmXKeH cKal3aTh, YTO 5 000 MOU JOYEPH.
Ia, ma, s IOHHMaAIO.

4 moHmMaro.

Ho ato 0nu10 HEmsoxo, s OBLL...

Hy, g He 3Hat0, 4TO fesaTh.

4 He 3HAIO, UTO HeNaTh.

9T0 oueHbembarrassHo.
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OTH MallaHHl CJIBIMIAT, HO 4...
Hukakoro HUKOTO He CJIBIIIAN 3TH IIEeCHHU.
Y Teneps Mup OymeT.

Y Teneps Mup OymeT CIbIIIATE.

Ia.

i decreH.

CHUMOH, 5 3Hal0, 4YTO THL...

MzI Tebs1 mepKaiy CIUIITKOM JOJITO.
W TH moJIZKEeH UATH.

H, ongars...

YTO0-TO HEBAXKHO,

sl O4YeHb pafa Tebsi BCTPETHUTh.

4 ouens papa Te6s1 BCTPETUTD.

TBI TaKOM MaCCHBHBIM (haHaT.

Bce, 4TO THI esaels, BCe BpeMs.
W MBI gaxe He TOMYyYUIH...
Bctpeua.

Bctpeua.

BcTpeua.

M=l jaxe He MOJIYYUIIN. ..

Mt He IONyYuIIu. ..

MEI IOMKHBL CHIeaTh 3TO B CIIEOYIOMINY pas.
...TYT HOTHUKOJ fe3acTep.

¢ BepHYCH U 51 BaM CKaXy, YTO BCe O JellleBIie.
Ecnu BB MHe XOTAT, S BEPHYCb.

4 mo6m10 9TO.

41 BaM BEpPHYCE.

PenetutensHoe crmacu6o.

[Tap2.

[Tap2 ¢ Cumown JlabaH.

OH OypmeT B cllenyIomuii pas.

M&I TOBOPUM 0 me3acTep.

B meantime,

MBI ITPOCTO PaAbl BaC BCTPETUTE.
Cracu00, 4YTO BEI MEHSJIN.
Cmacubo.

9T0 OBITI0 OTPOMHOE YIOBOJILCTBUE.
Cnacu0o, Ipy3bs.

Cmacu60, CuMOH.

Ilo cBupaHus.

BcTpeuya.

M&I 04eHb pajiH.

Ila, KOHEeYHO.

IToxka.
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[Toka.

[Toka-moka.

M&I 04eHb pajiHL.

[MoH...

Kaxk u nmabcrap,

Can you imagine Young Sean Hayes,
who had written...

He's got a handful of songs written on the backs of what I'm guessing are napkins.

These songs are so...

By the way, I wrote these songs with Jordan Roseman,

who's known as DJ Earworm now.

No way.

Yeah.

Do you know D] Earworm?

Of course, he did that.

All those mashups.

Oh yeah.

So [ wrote all these songs with him.

By the way, this is so bizarre.

I sent these songs to Bennett and Rob last night just to have,
just so I could play them for you guys.

I didn't know Simon Le Bon obviously was going to be on today.

No, and I didn't know that you would send them to Bennett and Rob.

I did not connect with them.

Oh, really?

This was not a setup.

Oh, I thought maybe you heard that.

But I remember when you were saying that you had them,
you called me after we talked about them one time
and you said I found all those songs.

Can we just hear a little bit, please?

Okay, so we'll play a little bit of the song.

No, this is terrible.

Hang on, shut up.

Listen to my chipmunk vibrato.

Because I wanted to sound like the patient.

Oh my god.

I feel like a goat getting hammered.

Wait a second.

Wait a second.

Here comes the drop.

Here comes the drop.

That's right.

Okay, and you're in shorts with suspenders, no shirt.
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Leader Hosen.

There's a drop.

Oh my god.

It's so 80s.

Glowstick in the teeth.

You didn't want to be professional.

You were trying to be Andy Bell.

Let's be real.

You were trying to be a racer.

I was 100%.

I was totally trying to be a racer.

And we can cut that now.

Wait, that sounds pretty great.

It's a pretty good shot.

Now what are you singing?

What is it?

I want to watch.

It's so bad.

The words are so bad.

It's like, I walk the road.

I walk the road.

I walk the road.

Between my happiness and despair.

Like what?

How old were you when you were writing this?

20.

2052.

There should be some sort of a reward program for diehard smartlist listeners.
That you get, how many songs are there?

Three or four?

There's two that are done and then two that are kind of...
They should be able to get those two songs.

Now, if I could say to you, well, hang on, no anyway, no fucking anyway,
hold on a second.

How happy would you be if we dropped your tunes, but we brought in,
and here are some of the names who are going to come in and sing,
and we re-recorded them.

You ready?

It's going to be you, Andy Bell, obviously.

Oh my God, I would fucking die.

I would love that.

He's like my hero.

Andy Bell is the lead singer of Erasure.

And also we're going to get...
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What's his name?

We were just talking about from Erasure, the other...
Who used to be...

Oh, Vince Clark.

Vince Clark, one of the founding members of the Pesh Mode

and who founded Erasure.

And Yas.

And also Yas with Alison Moyet.

So we're going to get Vince Clark.
We're going to get Andy Bell.

So everybody from Erasure.

We're going to get...

How are you going to get these people?
Martin Gore.

Okay, Martin Gore.

He just got Simon Le Bon.

Dave Gahan.

And we're going to have Simon.

And we're going to have...

What's his name?

Is it Jimmy Somerville from...

Jimmy Somerville from...

Yeah.

...Broski, who actually did Band-Aid II
when they did a second one in 1989.
Jimmy Somerville was on that.

Yeah, yeah, yeah, that's right.

I don't know all this.

Because I love music.

He's like showing me a side of his Canadian youth.
Did you have one of those mopeds
with the raccoon tail and everything?
No, [ was...

I wrote around like I was in Quadrophenia,
you know, with a long parka.

No, I didn't have that.

[ was a huge Smiths fan, obviously.
Huge, yeah.

Massive...

We listened to the exact same music.
I know, I know.

That's crazy.

Yeah.

Wait, so yeah, no, but it was...
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I'm so glad we didn't play that while Simon was on.
We waited till it's up.

I mean, Simon Laban,

when I remember seeing that video

for like Hungry like the Wolf in Rio,

and he talks about nerves,

he was so confident.

That was the other thing.

Everybody in the band was so confident and cool,
and they were kind of doing...

They were wearing mascara in their things,

and they were just kind of like...

They were just like...

It's also the start of MTV.

It was really the first time our generation

really got a look at rock stars.

That's right.

And what they do and how they do it.

They weren't a boy band in the sense that...

And no offense,

but they were actual musicians,

and they were actually really good and handsome.
They weren't like a corporate transaction.

No, those guys formed.

I mean, they all kind of came together,

put ads out in Melody Maker Magazine,

and they met each other and had a bar,

and they formed the band,

and they worked at the bar.

They really earned it and wrote all these great songs.
But it's a testament that that's why

they have longevity, I think, right?

Because they're the real deal.

I'd love to hear their new album

and see how their musical styles have changed.
But they had hit records, hit records, hit records,
and they break up, do other things,

and they come back, and then 10 years later,
have another huge smash hit record

in the middle 90s with the wedding album.

They just keep doing it.

Yeah, it's a testament.

You're going to their show when they come here, yeah?

Guarantee.
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I didn't know that they were at the Hollywood Bowl last year,
and somebody said to me,

Will, you're definitely going to Duran Duran, right?
And I was like, what?

Yeah, I'm going to that.

I'm going to Depeche Mode in September.

I was out of town.

Yeah, we're going to Depeche Mode together.

Wait, Depeche Mode is playing out in September?

Do you really love, I love, I know every word.

I love Depeche Mode.

And, you know, one of my biggest regrets,

I have a lot, as you guys both know.

I think I'm looking at one right now with that sweater.
Just look at your hair.

One of my biggest regrets.

We didn't miss that.

We both swung hard at that one show.

You can't get a softball by us.

Go ahead, Will.

I mean, Jesus Christ.

Thank God, I'm batting clean up in this crew.

You know what I mean?

We're so eager.

Is, in 1995, God, I might have messed up on the date.

I can't believe it.

But it's so hurtful still to this day.

I had the ability to go see the Smiths play.

One of their only shows they ever did in Canada.

And I couldn't go because I had to leave with my family.
And I was like, can we just, can I just stay an extra day
to see them?

They were playing at Canada's Wonderland outside of Toronto.
And I couldn't go see them.

In 95?

Yeah, 85.

Get to go on a family vacation?

Go out, yeah.

Go be with my family for the summer.

And then, of course, you know, within two years,

they released The Queen is Dead, then they break up.
Thanks, Jim.

Thanks, Alex.

But anyway, I want to stay in the present because I don't want to spend
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a lot of time talking about...
Bye, girls!

Bye, girls!

Bye, girls!

Bye!

PenakTop cy6TutpoB M.BoiikoBa
PemakTop cyOTuTpoB M.BoiikoBa
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